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A room enpty except for an electric chair against the back
wall, and a large dining table off to one side. The table is
set with white tablecloth, crystal, etc. Wen the curtain
rises there is only one man on stage, an Electrician dressed
in a coverall with tools around his waist. He is kneeling,
installing an electric switch, much Iike a light switch in a
hone, on the end of an armof the electric chair. He is just
fini shing.

A Guard enters with a Condemmed Man.

ELECTRI Cl AN

Al finished with the switch.
GUARD

Wor ks?
ELECTRI Cl AN

Perfect. Good idea. Now nobody
has to do the dirty work, huh?

GUARD
That's the idea.

The El ectrician | eaves. The Guard straps the Condemmed Man
into the electric chair. There are clanps on his wists, but
hi s hands nove enough so that he can flick the newy added
switch. There is a clanmp around his neck and a netal cap
fitted on his head.

GUARD ( CONT' D)
See this switch? You flick it |ike
this and it does you in. W' ve got
to go get the Judge his anniversary
present, so we'd appreciate it if
you' d take care this while we're
gone. W want to see how this thing
wor ks.

The guards exit. The Condemmed Man turns his head with
difficulty to see the dining table. A Young Wnan enters,
takes a seat at the table, not noticing the man or electric
chair.



YOUNG WOVAN
Oh, what a pretty setting.
(runni ng her hand al ong tabl ecl ot h)
This is so beautiful, so romantic.

She sees the Condemmed Man and goes over to him

YOUNG WOVAN ( CONT' D)
Oh, hi. Were you invited to our
di nner party? It's for Judge
Cranpton and his wife, Mm. |It's
their fiftieth anniversary. They're
such a lovely couple. He's a

wonderful man. So . . . so . .
just. A just man. Do you know
hi nf

CONDEMNED VAN
Bal di ng?

YOUNG WOVAN

Yes. Yes. And a good golf sw ng.
(dream ly) He's so honorable.
the way he tal ks and makes.
judgenents . . . (I ooking at
el ectric chair) Are you sure you
were invited? Wait. You're in sone
sort of trouble, aren't you? D d
you do sonet hing wong? O course
you did somet hing wong or you
woul dn't be here. Did you kil
soneone? In a robbery? A bank
robbery with masks and a get away
car and bl onde by your side . .
and one of those old cars with the
no? (peering)

CONDEMNED MAN

| didn't kill anyone. | was just
in the wong place at the wong
time.

YOUNG WOVAN

Surely they don't do this to people
who are just in the wong place at
wer e you doubl e parked?

CONDEMNED MAN
Wal king. | had just taken a walk
in the country.



oh.

YOUNG WOVAN
That's not so bad. |[|'ve done that.
(She covers her nouth) Maybe |
shoul dn't say that. (looking
around) Is that against the | aw
now?

CONDEMNED VAN
There were these young kids there.
Dead. Murdered

YOUNG WOVAN
(shocked)

You're . . . you' re Howard Moon

the couple killer? The one who
hated | ove? That crazy man who
killed all those young | overs?

That mani ac who went around | ooki ng
for people in each other's arns
and.

(backi ng away)

CONDEVNED MAN
(resigned)
| didn't kill them |'mnot the
couple killer. They have the w ong
man.

YOUNG WOVAN

(rmovi ng back toward him
Real | y? Like Richard Kinble? You
nmean you' re one of those poor nen
who are m staken for a killer and
you take the rap and you spend your
whol e |ife | ooking for the one-
armed man? Ch, you poor man
Somebody shoul d hel p you. \Were
are people's priorities, anyway?
I"msorry | can't help right now, |
have a dinner party to attend...

(The Judge enters and the

Young Wonman returns to

t he table)
Your honor! It's so good to see
you. Ms. Cranpton, you | ook
wonderful. Are those new earrings?



JUDCGE

She al ways | ooks ni ce,
Ch, Mm,

(to Mm)
cute. (kisses her)

ny Mm.
you' re s0000

YOUNG WOVAN

Your honor,
chair, he says he's
says it was all
He says he's just a
ci rcunstances. The
wronged him turned
him Hs wife, his

(sobbing) they're all

for him.
i nnocent
good man.

dress) Mmi, didn't

this nman here in the

i nnocent. He

a terrible m stake.

vi cti m of
wor | d has

its back on

ki ds, his mama

prayi ng

t hey know he's
t hey know he's a
(notices Mm"'s

| see that

dress at Chez Caprice?

JUDGE
Young | ady,
Beyond any doubt.
| presided over his

this man is guilty.

shoul d know.
trial.

CONDEMNED MAN

(to Young Wbrman)

I have no wife or kids.
YOUNG WOVAN
(to Judge)
Did you hear that? He has no wfe.
No kids. Sure he's guilty. He's

guilty of being al one!

(runs to him
Ohhh, you poor,
(crying at

poor
his feet)

man.

CONDEMNED MAN

(di sgust ed)
Stick a sock init.

Young Woman stands up qui ckly,

shocked.

YOUNG WOVAN

Killer! Mur der er !

Judge and M m
joins the others at the table.

take seats at the table.

Coupl e killer!

The Young Woman
A dashi ng Young Man enters.



YOUNG MAN
Your honor, ma'am mss. . . (to
Young Wman) May | take the seat
next to your |oveliness? Hmm?
Say yes. Please do say yes and
I"l'l be ever so delighted.

YOUNG WOVAN
Yes, you certainly may!
(G ggl es)
YOUNG MAN

(to Young Wbrman)
I think I feel ny heart fluttering.
You're so witty. You nust have
gone to school. The University.
Your father was an engi neer, your
not her a nurse. But no, not you,
you wanted to study the arts. You
wi shed to be creative. Such a
twinkle in your eyes. You got that
fromyour sweet little nother,
didn't you? Tw nkle again for ne,
will you?

YOUNG WOVAN
(to Judge)
He's just darling, isn't he?

JUDGE
(to his wife)
| do believe they're hitting it
off, don't you, Mm?
(Mm giggles)

JUDGE (CONT' D
We're hitting it off, too, Mm and
. We've been hitting it off for
fifty years, haven't we Mm ?
(He wi nks at her)
Young Woman and Young Man appl aud

M M
(To all)
He's sweet, isn't he?

JUDGE
I s everyone hungry? The food
shoul d be here soon

Her shel and Dora enter.



JUDGE (CONT' D
Her shel, you son of a gun, | was
begi nning to think you woul dn't
make it. Dora, you're as lovely as
ever. Such a wonderful pair the
two of you nake.

Her shel and Dora take seats at the table

JUDGE (CONT' D
Hershel. How re things at the
University? (to all) Did you know
t hat Hershel was just appointed
chai rman of the Phil osophy
department? Wy, | renenber when
he was just fresh out of coll ege,
wi thout a care in the world, and

now. . . a respected phil osopher
HERSHEL

(to Young Man and Young

Worman)
You two nmeke a nice pair, so fresh,
so young, so. . . alive! 1'll bet
fifty years fromnow we'll be
cel ebrating your anniversary. Yep,
things are a changin'. 1'll be

old. Dora here will be as fat as
Mm. You'll both be winkled.
Maybe Dora here will be dead by
then. And of course Mm and his
Honor will be |ong gone...

JUDCE
Call nme Jinmy.
HERSHEL
As ol d Parneni des used to say .
t hi ngs are always changing . . . or

when Socrates woul d ask .

DORA
Now, Hershel, these people don't
want to hear about Socrates and al
t hose phil osophers. (to all) |
tell you, he's always thinking,
this one. Al ways.

( MORE)



DORA(cont ' d)
W' |l be in bed at night and 1|
want to hold him | nean, well, we
can all be frank here, we all know
what |I'mtal king about, 1'd be in
bed and he and I will be, you know,
no clothes on, and I'll say, let's

turn the lights off and play
tickle, but ny Hershel, he says to
ne, tenperance, dear, tenperance,

or he would quote sone German man
or sonething. . . You see what |
nmean, though, don't you, he's

al ways t hi nki ng.

HERSHEL
Now, Dora, you know that's not so.
Oh, yes, | suppose | do think a
bit, perhaps nore than nost, but a
phi | osopher has to think. | nmean,
that's his job. The mind is a
nmuscle, and it has to be worked al
the tine.

DORA
See? See what. | nean. (She hugs
Her shel ) You think soooo hard .
I love you so nuch.

M M
(ki ssing the Judge)
And | |ove you, your honorable

m ster poopi e woopi e.

YOUNG MAN
(to Young Wbrman)
And perhaps, if you keep tw nkling
t hat way, maybe, just maybe |'|
| ove you, too.

YOUNG WOVAN
Ooooh, he's so dreany!

The Servant enters with a tray of food and bottles of w ne
and begi ns serving.)

JUDGE
Ah, the food. Hungry, Mm?
(to others)
My Mm, she eats |like a horse!

M m giggles. Hershel notices Condemmed Man and stares for
nonent, then holds up his hand.



HERSHEL
Wait! There's sonething | have
seen here.

He gets up and crosses toward the Condemed nan.

HERSHEL ( CONT' D)
There is a condermmed nan in here.
Per haps none of you have noti ced.
(They all | ook at each other) One
often m sses a condemmed man. It
| ooks as though he is going to die.
Be dead. Stop thinking. No nore
ego cogito ergo no nore sum |
t hi nk we shoul d show this man sone
sort of last honor. | nean, even a
bad man is still, by definition, a
man. He is sinply a certain kind
of man, a certain class of man.
But nonet hel ess a man. Perhaps a
toast would be in order. Yes, a
toast to a condemmed man.

YOUNG MAN
Before he's really toasted, ha ha
ha ha.
They al | | augh.
JUDCGE

The food | ooks delicious. Wy
don't we take care of that after
dinner. Right now | propose a
toast to ny wife. It has been
fifty years.

YOUNG MAN
Here, here! (raising his glass)

They all raise their glasses except for Hershel

HERSHEL
Wait. This man is going to die.
At least we can invite himto our
dinner. A condemmed man deserves a

di nner.

M M
That woul d nmake it his |ast supper.
Hee hee hee.

JUDGE

We can't do that. He's a killer.



HERSHEL
O course we can. W're free human
beings with free wills. Everybody
stand up.

They all | ook puzzl ed.

HERSHEL ( CONT' D)
Come on. Stand up

They all stand up.

HERSHEL ( CONT' D)
Now, let's nove the table over
This man deserves to be at a table.

YOUNG MAN
Wy ?

HERSHEL
You' re young. You don't
understand. You don't know what a
man is. H's essence. A man's
essence deserves to be at a table.

JUDGE
He can't eat. He's clanped down.

HERSHEL
My God, man, all nen are cl anped
down! Cone on

The Young Man and Hershel nove the table over in front of the
el ectric chair so that the Condermed Man ends up seated
between the Judge and Dora as they all take their seats

agai n.

DORA
(To Condemmed Man)
My Hershel knows what you're going
t hrough. He really does.

JUDGE
Shal | we toast?

HERSHEL
Wait. Perhaps this man would |ike
to say sonething before he passes
on.

YOUNG MAN
What coul d he possibly have to say?



YOUNG WOVAN
That's a good question. You're
good at asking questions.

JUDGE
Heh, heh, 1'Il bet he's good at a
|l ot nore that that, sweetie.

M M
(nudgi ng the Judge,
rai sing her eyebrows)
Ji mmy!

HERSHEL
Questions are questions. Answers
are answers.

DORA
(1 ovingly)
Oh, Hershe
(to all)
Did you hear that? Right off the
top of his head. Every day it's
l'i ke that.

HERSHEL
Pl ease, everyone, for the sake of
justice, let us hear what this man
has to say. Quiet, please.

CONDEVMNED MAN
(stirring for the first
time)
I have nothing to say.

YOUNG WOVAN
If you don't have sonething nice to
say don't say anything at all.

DORA
Hear that, Hershel? She's already
| ear ni ng phil osophy from you

HERSHEL
Now, Dor a.

JUDCGE
kay, okay. Speak your heart,
young man. Killer. Mirderer.
Speak your peace.

( MORE)

10.



11.

JUDGE( cont ' d)
(to all) You all realize this man
has nurdered twenty-four young
lovers in their cars on hillsides
as they were .

The Judge becones excited as he speaks, then all of them
becone excited, interrupting each other.

JUDGE ( CONT' D)
Well, the lovers were. . . you
know. . . all naked and.

M M
. and the girls . . and the
boys all sweaty and .

JUDGE
like you say . . . all sweaty
and.

YOUNG WOVAN
. . . those nen with no pants on
and.
YOUNG MAN

. . . the wonen. . . they undo
their bras and. .

DORA
. . . they kiss . . . she licks his
chest, his arns . :

M M
. she whi spers naughty-
naughti es.

DORA
ki ssing and |icking and.

JUDCE
. . . panting and breathing and
biting .
YOUNG WOVAN

(startl ed)
Biting?

HERSHEL
(standi ng up, yells)
Stop! Stop! This man is going to
di e.



12.

JUDCGE
Yes! In fact. . .
(calling off-screen)
GQuards! Finish with this man! Then
let’s start with appetizers.

But instead of guards coming in, a Courier enters, and reads
fromhis notice.

COURI ER
Excuse nme. | have a nessage from
t he governor.

JUDGE
What nessage?

COURI ER
A man condemed to di e was
par doned.

JUDGE
Who?

The Condemmed Man | ooks up.

COURI ER
(point at Condemmed Man)
That man! The real couple killer
has confessed to killing twenty-
four |overs.

DORA
You see? You see?
(to Condemmed Man)
Your prayers. They worked.

Courier exits.

JUDGE
Everyone. Qur man here is
i nnocent .

YOUNG WOVAN

You poor man. You poor, poor nan.
Hi s poor wife and kids.

YOUNG MAN
You're a good man. | could tel
you were innocent the mnute | saw
you. Wien | first walked in | said
to nyself, that man is innocent.
He's a good man, a dammed good man.
( MORE)



13.
YOUNG MAN(cont ' d)

He's the stuff that keeps this
wor | d turning.

DORA
A fine man.

HERSHEL
A good nan.

YOUNG WOVAN
A great nman.

M M
A big man! (giggles)

HERSHEL
Once again, justice has been
served!

Dora and Young Wnan hel p the condemmed nan to get free from
the electric chair.

The condemed man stands before his electric chair.
CONDEMNED MAN
(1 ooki ng around the table)
Yes. Everyone. Join hands..
tightly...
They all happily grab hands.

DORA
Are we going to toast?

BLACKOUT



